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TO THE PRINCE 


HIS HIGHNESSE,MY 


GRATIONS LORD | 
AND MASTER, _ ... 


= Atiing beene an Eavcvwites 
s of chat. full ſatigfattion , 
ts which vpon ſtrict and long 
A Examination , your High- 
B neſſe. yeelded my Lords 
PD \ = (2x4 of Canterburic, and 
my Lord 1of Bath and VVels, in the Grounds 
and Principles of Chriſtian Religion, I was en- 

- comraged to adde forme and life to theſe enſuing 
Obſeruations , lately collefied touching Confir-» 
mation, that from thence your Highneſſe might = 
not onely be informed how iuſtly the Church of 
England, rogether with many other godly and 
Pſefwll Ceremontes, retayneth this laudable and 

| At ancient 


Tur EyisrTLr 
atncient Cuſtome, but farther be induced to the 
receiuing of it with the greater cheerefulneſſe in 
your owne_. Perſon, aſſuring my ſelfe that your 
Highneſſe Example will ſerue to draw on many 
Inferiours, eyther to take it more commonly and 
willingly themſelues, or at the leaſt, to efteeme 
it mor? reuerently in others . Now the God of 
Heauen, who bath planted that. Grace in you, 
which ro rhe great content and comfort of my 
Syule, I perceiueto encreaſe daily, tonfirme it in 
Jv, and youinit,to the glory of his Name;the 
L: _ bis Cimren ,and te Saluation of Jo 
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Of the Natire, and diters Ples, of, 
_-., Confirmation. 


SFZONFIRMATION 

I isan auncient Cuſtome 
F/S2 of the Church, viedaf- 
THAY ter Baptiſme:confiſting 

; K in Examination, and 
Iampolition of hands, 
with fe@uall Prayer forthe illumination - 
of LoS moſt holy Spirit, to confirmeand ; 
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perfelt that Which the grace of the ſame | 
Spirit , hath already begunne in Bap» 
tilme. a / | "ee# th 
' 2 The benefts of this Confirmation 
are divers: whereof the firſt is, thar men 


.. expecting Examination, and tryall from 


their Spixcuall Fathers, they might more 
willingly acquaint, and carefully ſeaſon 
therſ#ues with the grounds of Chriſtian 


© Relzjon, before Malice and corrupt Ex- 


apſples depraued their mindes : as namely, 
zith the Articles of our Creede, vyhich 


/teachvs all weeare to belecue : the Tenne 


Commandements, which teach vs all wee. 
are to doe :the Lords Prayer, which teach- 
eth vs all wee are'to-aske ; together with 
the nature and: vie of the twogreat Sacra- + 
ments of the Goſpell, Baptiſme alreadie re- 
ceiued, andthe Euchariſt to bereceiued af- . 
terwards. _ LS 
1-3 Secondly, it ſcrues that vyhen they 
come. to! yeeres of diſcretion, they ſhould 
publiquely make confeſlion of that Faith 


themlekues, which others had promiſed for 


them 
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themvin Bapriſins, to. the diſcharge of their 
oh ore? the good exampleict others. : 
-4  Thirdly,thatby ſuch Contefſionthey 
might make profeſſion of difference from 
all lewes,'Furkes, and Infidels, out of the 
Church; Heretikes; Schiſmatikes: and pro- 
phane perſons i intheChurch, 
5. Fourthly, thatthen ſpecially , Vyvhen 
they firſt come tothe-vſe of reaſon, begin- 
ning to-fall into fundry kindes of finne; 
and being leaſtableto reſiſt, for want of ex+ 
perience, by Impoſition. of Hands - and 
Prayer they might receiueſtrength and de- 
fence againſt the temptations of the}Vorld, 
the Fleſh, and the Dinel. | | 
6 Fifthy »- 'that-che Prelates and Lhithe - :* 
Guides of Gods Familie, to vyhom the 
"Cure: of their Soules belongeth » finding 
vpon- Examination, ſome part of their 
 owne: heauie burden diſcharged , might 
from thence reape comfort in beholding 
thoſe faire foundations already laid , and 
glorifie God, whoſe praiſe they fonnd in the 
mouthes of Infants. 
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5. "This kinde of Confirmation ( vvere 
there no..authoritie/to»countehancei jt):is 
in; my iudgement {0 vſctull-in'the Church 
of God, that vpon goodxealon it mightbe 
entertained among Chriſtians : but forfar- 
ther confirmation ofit vve are compalled 
- with a cloud of VVitnetles, and that ſo 
plentifully, out of all Antiquitie, as it may 
ſeeme akinde of ambition, or loſt labour, 
to quote their Names ; wherefore I vyill 
onely alledge the foundeft of thoſe, vyho 
fince the Reformation of 'Religion, and 
clearer light of the Goſpell; in their ue 
ral VVritings, haucapproued, and "ighly 
commended this auncient Cuſtome. - 
«Cap.de Con- © $ "1 Will beginne with 2. Martin Lauther 


firm. Quare ſa- 


tis eft pro ritu who i in his Booke of the Captiuitic of. Bas 
Ns £2; bylon,, by which hee vnderſtandeth the 


| nnleſaremen Capriuitic. of the true Church -ynder the 
«i Conficmatio- 


newbabere, Romilſh yoake , though hee allow not 
CONFIRMATION as a Sacrament, 
yet. hee thinketh it paſſable as an Eccle- 
liafticall Ceremonie,or Sacramentall com- 
plement, ED 


OT = 9 Philip 


bis Confirmation" Þ.. 
_ 9 Philip * Melan&thon,yoakefellow TOFCapde Conr 
Luther, in his Confeſhomof the Churchesu-ri Confir- 
of Germanie,;but i{pecially:of Saxomee, writ- Jae, 35 b 
ten-inthayecre.1551. tobe exhibited'tothe hp; ndtz," 
Council. of Tree, holds it to be very pto-amcedr.. 4 
! fatable, for informing of:men in the'prin- #tc&excer - wa; 
ciples of Chriſtian Faith, and holding then nine | 
in thetrue knowledge of God.:; . Fr 7 4 
10. © Zuinglius,in his Booke:of true and/7uorne fe 
falſe Religion, confeſleth. the vie of it to nan diſeſſ 


% 


75 4 vers ſens 


haue beene as auncient as the Cuſtome of reni« qumi# 


=p . : f þ * 
baptizing infants. | NN econ 
4 Chemnitius, in his examination of the. mnt 


Tridentine Councill, thinkes thatthe yn." inxe 
<4 6 $a ra agnitione des, 
profitable and ſuperſtitious Traditions, 
bk 25:1 Ode | Jas hp * Cap.derel,. 
which-as BR. | auec crept VPOnN it, being Sacram, 
Skoured off, it may be religiouſly vied, and pup cunt? 


be yery auaileable to the inſtruction of jane 


youth,, and-the-edification of the whole ws: _ 
Church: and hauing ſetdowne divers good *Lib.zpag:7% 


Tals ritus Com 


and godly vſes of it, toprouethem all from jrmarens +4. 
Scripture, the praQile of the Apoſtles, and j;.;, print 

| k — -#J\* 4 | cati0n/m 1huens 
Ints > toting Eccleſie conferrat, eſſet etiam conſentanews ex Scripture, e*priori Amiquitati, 
Er paulo poll, Hec js Colloquio Kgtiſponenſs, Anno 1 541. propoſite fuernnt, 


B3 the 
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6 Prince Charts" 
the Catiohs of Councils, as namely ;that of 
| Laodiced andidries, = 11 2 7 


» Taps ts" 24 flobn Calun in his foutch Booke of 
5 IE Inſtications;i in the-vpſhor: of the-Chapter 


rem retin. rYemus. 


- quent OL Confirmation, not-onely commendeth 


me rm the-auncient wvic:of it, but the abuſe bein 
th2 NEC [4* 


purport remoued, heartily wiſheth/i it reſtored. And 
«war FX E becauſe his authoritie is (not without de- 


pn he "ſprt) of great waight, I will ſet downe his 


fete parenium VETy Words as I finde them: Would ro God 
quorundam ig- 


 nenns- (faith hee) wee retained that Cuſtome, which 7 


. qui, flibetorum in- 


Pituntivion que- haue already declared f0 haue beene ro, ſe ; 
firem nikils ad among the auncient., before that abortine vi- 


le pertinentem, 


ſteors neglgune, 71 Of 4 Sacrament was pur yponit. Anda 


<+oare] on 


Nbiico dedecrs KLE After,  1ferhis"'part of Diſcipline , were | 


ſent: guy now-adayes in force, the fixtkneſſe'of many Pa-. 
i re bot rents would be much quickned,” who paſſe ouer 


ſw, nec toms the inſtitutiou(or inſtruQtion) of rheir Chil- 


wrltorum inſci- 


tia radizes, Arn 45.4 bufineſſe nothing-pertayning to'them, 


. 018 aden temere 


ML 6: which then without ſome publike> di Herace;they 
py Fares 2] could not omit : befides, there would be leſſe ig- 


rewwr,  . BOYAance, and, more concord im Articles of Faith 
cn * among Chriſtian people. 
12 Peter Mary, as appeareth in his 
| Common 


r 


by Confirmation. - 7 


Common *places, is. of opinion that Confir- reyc,.cop.,. 
mation, whichinioyneth children to apub- X35... 
lique - allowance, and profeſſion , of that pt yon 
which withouttheir conſent or knowledge mr jor au 


| . . x corantar fidens 
was done vntothem in Baptiſme, is toyery ſremin becf 
confiteri, &x in 


' Food purpoſe: to like efte&t ſpeaketh3 Bren- wniwneproph- 
tins in his Confeſſion of Wirtenberge , and © mira 


Ne I | we god OE 
*Bex4in his 4nrichefis,or Oppolition betwixt "* her 3 
Papiſme and Chriftianiſme, : » ef, itatamen ne 


, ex einſmodi atti- 
13 Laſtly,among our owne men ' Doftor on fabricmur 


. 4 . Sacra uMs 
Fulke in his anſwere to the Rhemilh An- $9.4 con- 
notations alloweth Impoſition of Hands, 3.2, 
with Prayer, to haue beene the old and pure 4%bimn quin-t- 


td EXE :  poftols initio cone 
Ceremonie of Confirmation. And in * ano- frmati i» vie 
| Pentecoftes, c.n= 


ther place ' afirmeth that the -Primitiue tine impep. 
: | - CO 7 
Church was taught irour of the VVord of ;1p;. my." li 
| Ll FE > nun ſþiritus ſand 
13 credentibus in Uhriftam, vt warys linruis loquerentur : oh» ſeutimus wvriliſſimum, vt pueri 
& adsleſcentes'a Paſtoribus Feeleſie (ut in Catechiſmo exammentur', fequidem pie ep rede 
fuerint eruditi, approbentur; fin prave, emendentur. | 
h Cap. 50. Quo 39itwr in 1ſt inquiſitione comperiebant jta profeciſſe, vt digni videren- 
Iur qui relique cotw: adinngerentur, eos 1n fide confirmatos impoſitu manibus, public ſus fre- 
cibus Des &&+ Eccleſse commendabant. | 
L Tn verf., 2: Cap. 6: Heb. Impofation of hands with Prayer, which was the olde and 
phre Ceremonie of Confirmation we doe not ſpeake againſt. 

k Er 8, A.yer(. 14. The Primitive Church had nothing 1n their Catechiſme,or infliu- 
Rion,that was taught by word of mouth, bur that which was contained in the holy 
Scripture, as all the Articles ofthe Creed,the doQrine of Repentance before Baptiſme , 
the manner and-vſe of Baptiſme, Confirmation by impoſition of hands,and ſuch like. 


God. 


s _ Prince Charks 


| Lo” Pa9 
|  Inthefirſt edition of his Admonition, confel- 
' ſeth thar the Confirmation of Children is 
very aunGent; and thar it hath beene well 
Pazxe 197. 
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God. And Door Raynolds in the ſecond 
dayes Conference at Hamprou-Comrt , how- 


beit hetookeſome exceptions againſt a ſup. 


poſed difference betwixt the wordes of the 
Communion-Booke , and the 25; Article 
touching Confirmation , yet for ought I 
finde, hee ftindeth no fault with the Rite it. 
ſelfe,as it is now enioyned in the Church 
of England. Nay, M'. Carryright himſelfe, 


inſtituted, Howbeit in another place, forget- 


_ ting himſelfe, hee referres the originall of 


it to the fained Decretall Epiſtles of the 
Popes; vnderſtanding rhercby;as itſeemes, 
eyther Melchiades Epiſtle to the Biſhops of 
Spaine, or that of Fabianus tothe Eaſterne 
Biſhops, or that of 1ohn the 3, tothe Biſhops 
effec oe > 


of 


his Confirmation, 9 


INT GED 


CI FER) RICE CHRIS, 
Leahy Cuaoye 11. 


Touching Impoſition of Hands in Confir- 
| mation. 


FExSEMong thoſe vyho allow 

EA thevicandendofConfir- 
of, % g mation;as we hauein the 
YETI rd brit. Chapter vnfolded 


S& it,there are notwithſtan- 
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ESE Sz ding ſome, who cyther 
aut-of ignorance , or defire of. Contradi- 
Qion,ortoo nach niceneſle,exceptagainſt 
the Ceremonie of lmpolition of hands vſed 
in it;asdauouring of Popetie;others,againſt 
the reſtrayningof it to the Adminiſtration 
of Biſhops, : as a relique of Antichriſt . 
VVherefore, having, cleared . theſe two 
points;:Lſce no ditficulrie but that the moſt 
tenderin this cale( were there no-Eccleſi- 
aſticall lIniunRion to enforce ir) might be 


10 Prince Charles 
 inducedtotheentertayning andembracing 
of it, conſidering withall, that as vvee re- 
© Secethez5.Ar- tainethat which is duevnto it, ſo haue wee 
Þ +" Prog abandoned from it that which latter ages 
; E2 hauethruſt vpon it, as vndue. Firſt then of 
Impoſition of hands. _ 

2 The Handis a member proper vnto 
manalone, and is by Ariſtotle tearmed the 
Inſtrument of Inſtruments, becauſe it both 
frames-and dire&s them all; the vſe of it 
being no lefle/diuers then needfull as well 
in ſacredand religious ;as naturall and ciuill 
A@ions;* 2-55 74012 Xx 4 

/3' But the moſtgenerall-and notable vſe 

- oftheHands iniſacredaQtions;is the Impo- 
firion of them, eyrher for the bleſſing and 
conſecrating of them, on 'vvhomthey are 
laid, to Godt orfor theiſeparating:and' or. 
dayning of then to roomes and'offices of 
diuine calling: or for the curing of their 
diſeaſes: or for reconciling of them to the 
Church; after: ſufficient - demonitration 
made of their repentance : or laſtly ,' for 
confirming of them in that grace vvhich 
ner aoipnn they 
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his Confirmation, 11 
they haue receiued'in Baptiſme,thft as they 
beleeue remiſſion of finnes vnto luſtifica- 
tion, ſothey may be imboldened to make 
open profeſlion of this beliefe ynto Salua- 
tiofic=.* + | 
4 Now this vſe of Impoſition of hands 

in ſolemne and ſacred actions ſeemes to be 
founded vpon Nature it ſelfe, ſince we find 
it to haue beene viced in the Conſecxation of 
* Numa, and that* Naaman expeRed it from « 7;u. dec.r. 
Elizeus, for the curing of his Leproſie. w> ga 

+ 5. Ney ther was it peculiar to the Gentiles, 
but more vſuall among the Iewes. 'Thus 
when Tal blefled Ephraim and Manaſſes, Gen. 48.14. 
Toſephs Sonnes, hee impoſed vponthem his 
Hands andprayed:Thus God commanded 
| Moſes to dedicate Toſhuazas his Succeflor,by Nunb.z7.1s. , 
laying his hands on him. At the comming oli 
of our Sauiour their ſuites that came vanto Mauk. g. 18. "I 
him for helpe, were alſo tendered in ſuch 
formes of ſpeech as ſhew that hee was him Muc.5.zz. 
ſelfe an obſeruer of that Cuſtome. And to _ 
ſteppe one degree neerer to our purpoſe, 
they brought vnto him little Children (faith the 

| C2 Text) 


82 Prince Charles 
Mat, 19-13. Text) that bees ſhould put. his Hands on 
Ent them and pray : and to manifeſt his Ap- 
probation of it, hee controuled his Diſci- 
ples for rebuking them that came vnto 

him. / 
6 Afterthe Aſcention of our Lordand 
Sauiour, that which hee had begunne vyas 
praQtiſed by the Apoſtles, and hath beene 
ſince continued-in the Chriſtian Church, 
downeto this preſent time;nay,andin thoſe - 
very Churches from vyhich itis baniſhed, 
Byerwin. it is againe* wiſhed for,as an holy and pro- 
z-lig.ividew, fitable Inſtitution. | 
repfimwms 7 And ſurefor mine owne part, when 
nee. 1 throughly conſider that of the Apoſtle, 
+ pwooyee in the 6: to the Hebrewes, of the  funda- 
wilſimus, mentall Points of Chriſtian Religion 
| namely, of Repentance. from dead Workes ; 
of Faith towards God; of the Doftrine of Bap- 
riſmes, and laying on of Hands, of the Re- 
 ſurrettion from the dead, and eternall Tudge- 
ment; 1 cannot thinke of Confirmation, per- 
formed by Impoſition of Hands, but as of 
a partofthe Apoſiles Catechiſme, ſince it 
| is 


ba Confirmation. 13 
is agreed vpon both by * Caluin, and © Bexay mu ame. 
and * Piſcator, that thoſe foure poynts of mm. 


hunc locum. 
Repentance, of Faith, ofthe Reſurrettion, and © Mowmim- 
: poſetionem cuns 
the laſt Judgement, were propoſed to ſuch as 6time _ 
- . . . mnt, quia V 
were not baptiſed till they arriued to yeeres CG 


chumenorum or- 


of diſcretion beforetheiradmittanceto baP- dine, iraduplen 
_ tiſmacy but to Infants baptiſed, at the time © frwmia: 


nam qu erant 


of their Confirmation or Impoſition Of e*tranti now ane 


| te perueniebans 
Hands, when they came to the vie of rea- «d Bapymun, 

_ quamedita fide 
profeſſionein illis ergo Catecheſis Baptiſmum precedere ſolebat,at liberi fidelium quoniam ab vte= 
ro adoptati erant, & inre promiſſionis pertinebant ad Corpus Eccleſia Infantes bapiizibantur ; 
tran/atta vero infantia, poſiquam inft1tuti erant in fide, ſe quoqz, ad Catecheſin offerebant, 
que in illis Baptiſm» erat poſterior, ſed aliud Symbolum tunc adhibebatur, nempe manunm im. 
Poſitio, Hic wnus locus abunds teſt atur huics Ceremente originem fluxifſe ab Apoſtolis, que ta. 
men pſtea in ſuperſlitionem verſa fuit : vt mundus ſemper fere ab optimis inſtitutis ad corrup . 
telas drgenerat : finxerunt enim eam Sacramentum , quo opts regenerationis conferrebatur, qus 
frements Baptiſmum lacerarunt, nam quod erat eius proprium ad impoſitionem manuum tranſi 
lerunt. Sciamus ergo 4 primy authoribus inſlitutum ſuiſſevt eſſet ſolennis precandi ritus quem 
admodum etiam Auguitinus nuncupat Fidei quidem profefſionem quam adoleſcentes pueritians 
egreſs edebant, voluerunt approbari hoc Symbols, ſed nzhil minus cogitarunt, quam vim Bap.. 
tiſms decerpere, quamobrem It die retinenda pura inftitutio eſt, Superſlitio auters c orrigenda, 
Calvinus in Comment, . | 44 

© Capita Catechiſmi que ſumma quidem totinuu Enangelice doftrine completuntar, ſed v4 

cis &&> ſummarie (vt loquuntur) rudibus tradebantur, profeſſio videlices Recipiſcentie ey F 
in Dewm, cuins doftrine articuli, vt vocant, ab extraneis quidem exigebantur ſtatis Bapti 
dichus & fidelium autem liberis in infantia Bapti7atis, quum eis imponebantur manus inter eos 
autem Articulos diſerte numtrantur duo, nempe, Carnis reſurreCtio & Indicium eternum,Beza 
in ann, + A 

f 7bi prima fronte videntur enumerari, Cap. 6. verum ſe quis accurativs perpendet, videhie 
illa reuocanda eſſe ad quatnor vel ad tria, etenimtertium tr quartum vilelicet de Batiſmate, 
& Impoſstione manuum non videntur hjc propeni vt peculiaria doftrine capita , ſed imterponi 
ceteris, declarandi cauſa, ad declaranum ſcilicet circumſtantiam temperis qu0 rudiment ars 
fundamenta illa dofirine Chriſiriane ſolebant proponi, videlicet eo tempore quo ad Baftiſmum 
admittebantur, adu'ti item; eo quo puers in infantia bapti7ats, ety in pueritia inſtituti, coram - 


Keclefaa ſelebant per Impoſitionem manuum in fide Chriſtiana confirmari.Pilc.ineundemlocum. 
| . C 3 {on 3 


14 Prince Charles 
ſon; Nay, this one paſlage ( faith Caluin) 
doth. ſuthciently teſtifie that the ſource and 
head-ſpring of this Ceremonie flowed firſt 
from the Apoſtles, it being inſtituted by 
themas a ſolemne forme of Prayer, and an 
argument of approuing that confeſſion 
which was madein Confirmation. So then 
(faith hee) ler ys remoue the Superfition, but 
retaine the Inſtitution : hauing ſhewed be- 
forethat this Superſtition chiefly conſiſteth 
in making it a Sacrament, and with-draw- | 
ing from the vertue and dignitie of Bap- 
. tiſme, to magnifieand enrich it. And leſt he 

7, Lp might ſeeme caſually tolet ſo much droppe 
logs grauis from his penne, to like purpoſeis that in his 
5 7 army 2 Booke of Inftitutions,where hee aikrmeth 
ms (Dat impoſition of hands was vſcd in Con- 
Cremona 959; firmation,thereby to purchaſe more reſpe& 
merwminp;- and reucrence to ſo holy and ſacred an aQi- 


tionw,'Et paulo 


poſt, ralemeres ON : and vviſheth it reſtored againe to its 


manuum impoſi= 


tinenque fn- PUTE Vie. It may ſceme ſtrange I ſuppoſe to 


editors fm 1OMC, that Caluin ſhould thus ſpeake but if 
x iy x pap any make a doubt of it, and thinke 1 doe 
#70 N041e 111 Pie 


ri>/unxn, him wrong, Idefire his words may be ſifted, 
| and 


hu Confirmation. 15 
and my reputationcleared from ſuch aſper- gun; 


tionem ſine Su- 


ſions, which may be (1graunt) deſeruedly j.2me ads. 
_ caſt ypon mee,through miſ-vnderſtanding, jr:te0rimte 


| < ſitio manuum., 
but ne2er (I hope) of malice: yetthe rather Karr 
to winne creditand waight to that vyhich conmderen: bee 


I hauedeliuered of Caluin, I will caſt into the HER 


tum, has Eccle- 


ſame Scale, the opinion of ® Kemnitins, al- j., tamar e. 
ſuring vs thattmpoſition of Hands in Con- 4mm rd 


ſem,a ſua tamen 


firmation may now-adayes be well vie vine eas quo- 


ad liceret, rewo- 


without ſuperſtition : and of i Bucer,, affir- com. _ 
k [nexegeſi in 


ming that if any Church held: this Rite or 6.24 Heb vera 


Confirmationem 


Signe, as heecalleth it, to be peculiar tothe ;cugr,quepe 
Apoſtles times; 1 would not too hardly naw mp 


tionem confirma= 
cenſure ſuch a Church (ſaith he) yet would pry "8.04.0 
l-endeauour to: draw it from that conceit. tits Catecheics 


ells erant, 


Andfor making the number full, to theſe 2%, dans 
may beadded'the teſtimonie of *Hunninus, nn 


quog; fieri m i 


' Ilyricus,. ® Toſſamus, " Gryneus, vvho all "/« £108 


L Inverſ. 2.Cap.6. Heb. Porro autem impoſitionem manuum poſt accuratiore inſtitution? C 4a 5 


techiſmi & examinationem initio, cum publica ardentiq; precatione adhibere ſolebant, vt ys im 
petrarent gratiams Spiritus ſantH, ficat Samaritans, AC&t.8 legitur, Credoetiam fic eſſe ſolitos in 
Primitiua Eccleſia tyrones ex Catechumens transferre inter maturiores auditores, vt 1am es eſſet 
fascommunicare tanquam dyudicatis & probatis, | 

® In Przle&.in cundem locum. Impoſitio manuum,que vetus fuit Ceremonia, per quam be= 
nedicebatur eu qui Deo conſecrabantur, & temporibus ApoStolorum non ſolum ei 96 ad Minie 
frerium vocahantur yverum etiam qui didicerant gy profeſſi erant doftrinam Catecheticam. 

nInPrzle&. in6 ad Heb.habitis in Academia Hydelberg, Acceſſit tandem eccleſiaftica 
manuum impoſitio, in eorumgratiam, qui cum infantes eſſent baptizati fwerant, & poſtea adulti 
edita fidei ſue conſeſſione manibus imp3ſitis confermabantur ab Eccleſie Paſtoribus. 


ioyntly 


16 Prince Charles 


Can. 38, 
Can. 8. 


ioyntly confeſle this Ceremonie of Impoſi- 
tion of hands to haue beene very auncient- 
ly vſcd, not onely in Ordination of Mini- 
ſters, but in Confirmation of tuch vvho in 
the Congregation publikely profetled the 
dodrine of their Catechiſme. And the firſt 
of them affirmeth ir to haue beene in vie in 
his time inthe Ci,urch of Wifrenberge, and 
ſuchas depended on that. 

$ Nqw | the rather preſſe theſe teſtimonies 
of later V Vriters, becauſe I know thereare 
ſome, whoſc iudgements (not without rea- 
ſon) are much ſwayed with their Authorj- 
tie : and for the generall Concurrence.of 


antiquitie,] thinke among the learned there 
is little queſtion. 


\ 9 The moſtauncient Councils of Eli- 
berts in Spaine, and Arles in France, deliuer 
as much vponrecord , not onely commen- 
ding, but commanding the vſe of this Cere- 
monieintheir ſeuerall As. And Tertullian 
in his Booke of the reſurre&ion of the fleſh, 
doth not ſo much aduiſe what ſhould be 
done inthis caſe, as witnelle what the Ca- 
, rholique 


' s - Þ IJ 0-222, oy 
Ti tion. ”. 
- . I " 


tholike Church Aidcir !hivtire THe" EM » co menu 
(ſaith hee is.ober ſhadowed by the: impoſition mnhiiiee ta 
of Hands , that the Soule may. be: mon en. : 
with. the Spirit of: Grace, 1VNhich verde ©. 

of his; feeniing-togſcribetoomuchio:ims © 
polition of Hands: giue. tee leaue to. +» 
interprete,-- as Caluin. doth. Leo Biſhop, of - 2. 
Romez.:vnderftanding by: the.conferring .......... 
of the: holy Spirit. Inuocation . by 'earteſt 
and heartie Prayer), 'that it may be con= - 
ferred: where it:is not;-:and.the Gifts. and --- 
efteuall Operation of it increaſed. where Knee 
it isalreadic.... _ 

20... Thus Joth? Saint Avewſtive himſelf d Lib.t9-.de 

cnn Calwin 1eldome'leaves ): expound, pa, 
the giuing of the holy Ghoſk,'by. rap fi oe rm 
tion E Hands : Hee (ſairh hee\: {peaking of from fk 
Ebiift) both receidedrhe holyGboft, gud diſpegs; «won ape atk 
Ted itgerticiurd. it ur man, diſpenſed it gs, God,/uwhepe? 
but we receine it indeede but diſpenſe tt Fx 
beitawee' gall ypoxi Hit for : 626] difherifmg; and mw 
pobarig 1off #s:Forth 08 #ha/e vi whom: 909 hay, © 

our. hangs. Ang. in another place, ſhewes | 

* what is meant by pouring Gut the Sg 

to D Ghoſt, 


—_— 


Prince. Charles 


» - Ghoft, ſincetheceaſing-of Miracles : For. 
deg 4now-a dayes( faith hee)tbe boly Ghoſl is. not 


Neyue exj enim * ew rhrongh Impofition of Hands ,- : For the, 
frftitbarne Working of outward. and ſorifible Miracks, ar 
a pener heretofore it: wear, that:ſo-the flraugeneſſe of 
initimemn- rhe Faith profeſſed , might the ſooner be' en- 
ruſe few Fortayned 3 and tbe narrow bouuds of the 


4ntea dab 


+ 1%. SomecaroY Church further eulirged': For "mbo NOW- EXP&= 
pager ». teth, that they on whom . hands are laid for 
» as = the Lat of the boly Ghoſt, ſhould preſent= 
"4 (95a A re to-ſpeake. Wiph ſtrange Fongues* but 
n near inuifibly the Loue. of God. is poured into their 
"oe pre Tet hearts by the ſecret working of the Hory Ghoſt. 
jw; (50S 'To: vwyhich accordeth that of * Bullinger 
| age aus fed onthes.of theiAfs, borrowedas it ſeemes, 
pal out'of Amalarius : By the outward Ceremony 
Tompacarem Of £6 Impeſition of "Hands, is meant, that the 
Ro Holy. @huſt 3 not." ginen- by- any\ftreugth" of 
in Ons, avs 5 the Awe, ehas «obs Pomer' "of 


IE ALIEIT ax Myilbeonchydsthis Clap with 
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bir Gnfirmativn 
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eſonall BenediAtion ,. + 
manfier hath beene itvall: ages to vie m- 
poſition: of: Hands, as a Ceremonie be- 
tokening our reſtrayned, os to the 
partie vyhom 'vvee preſent vato G © D 
by Prayers ti nioitingd\s arariiyy ST 3N 
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Of the reſtrayning of Confirmation to the 
Order of Biſhops. 


1 PZ=IAÞPeRY Hat there ſhould be an 
So ©\ Order conſiſting in di- 


£ well in Eccleſiafticalh as 
*_Ciuill Government, the 
common Pra&iſe' of all Nations, Tewiſh, 
Heatheniſh , Chriſtian , and the voyce of 
Nature and Reaſon, ſecme to proclaime : 
that diſparitie which ariſeth betweene the 
Superiour and the Inferiour, being the 
chiefeſt meanes of lincking and vniting 
the ſcucrall parcels of the whole Societie, 
ina mutuall correſpondence, and recipro- 
call proportion of Loucand Dutie. To this 
be _ purpoſe, 


C700 : Þ cd 
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\ 


ba Confiymations an 


purpoſe, that Biſhops were ſupetiour.to 0+ 
ther Miniſters, all Agtiquitis yh ONE CO: 
ſent (if. you. except. Aizrivs ,.who for, gifs 
ſenting in this poynt, yvas, accounted ;an 
Heretique; by. N ' Epipbaniug. and > Auguſtine) * « Hereſ. 35. 
doth ac knowledge; diſtinguiſhing three de. "Wok Is 
grees of Miniſters : Biſhops. » Presbyters , 
Deacons, anſwerable to the High Prieſt, 
Pricfts, and. Leuites amongthe Lewes... ſq ap 
: Jenatius,: who liucd;, in 'the Apoſtles 
times, often mentioneth this diſtiation,as 
namely in. his: Epiſtle, m.the. Smyrnians's 
Let the Lay-men (faith hee) be ſubie&t'to-the +) tn 
| Deacons , the Deacons.to;the, Presbyters, the 
 Prezbyters $0. the Biſhap, the Biſhop to Chriſt. | 
And Saint, Hierome. (notwithſtanding: ht 
reaſon of his Controuerſie with.the Bilhop 1 
of leruſalem , hee were held anaduerſarie 
tothe ſtate of Biſhops ) in his Epiſtle to B- . 
uagrius,calleth itan Apoſtolicall Tradition, | 
That wee may know (ſaith hee) that the 4po- 
ftolicall Traditions are taken out of the olde Te=» - 
flament , looke, what Aaton , and his Sonnes, © 
WR on the Leuites, were in the Temple, the ſame 
Dz  - 2 
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 Ir#h# Biſhops; Precbyters, and Delicons, 41 
tengo invhe Chireh, Now thenas a tiorigthe 
lowes,* Amvns Sotines iuftly' challenged 
many prerogatiues aboue the Leuites, and 


. againe Aaron liicaſelfe *aboue his Sonnes + 
fo-among Chriftians'; doe the Presbyrers 

| aboue the Deacons, and the Biſhops aboue 

the Presbyters ; ſpecially conſidering that 

cr,., - the diſtinQtion of Presbyters andBithops 
| © Quid et po Was ſhadowed,vnder the Law,in Aaronand 
+7 0p his'Sonnes, ſo vnderthe Goſpell is it eſta- 
anfi,pr 4. bliſhod; by colorting/ cheie ouerall Succeſ, 


peftels flincti Fon the one tothe Apoſttes, the otherts 
ſunt, tibi coftits. S,t 
85 ſunt Epiſcopi, 


enrrt;, he 70. Diſciples. 'Forthat Bilhops ſuccee- 
gjaqyps dedin the ropme of the Apoſtles, beſides 
Fregonerae, WAnY' Other tEftitionics 3" the Council '6f 
it; reeſrrems Neoceſarea witneſleth. Foyous in his third 
raters Booke,and 3.Chapter. Ambroſe in his Com. 
gu Steer mentaries vpon the 4. Chapter to the E. 
wunt, ſunt enim ., _ wo TIES 
Ok Parres1wi PRORANS, * Augnſiine vpon thoſe vyordes of 
- W The- 45; Pjalme_, Inſtead of thy Fathers ſhall 
© » wg thy Children be.' And laſtly, 4S. Hierome vpon 
 Polonim locum + eſamewords-andagainein his *Epittle to 
Epiſcopi tenent, | | ' 


«ped eos Epiſce Marcella, touching the errours of Montanis: 
In terting oft | 


But 


4 


the opening .of a clearer, pallage” ro 
preſepr purpoſe , giue mee leaue to yn, 
folde my meaning in vyhar.ſence Byſhops 
moſt properly are {aidto ſuccecde the Apo. 
ſtles. Forthe better ynderſtanding of which 
Poſition, vvee muſt obſerue oy 6 
poltles tranſcendently ; comprehended in 
their perſons the vyhole Hierarchie of the 
Ghurch as now itis, and ſome-what aboue 
them, all; for firſt they were members of 
the Church, as being Chriſtians ſecondly, 
thoy were Presbyters, as being to preach 
the Goſpell and adminiſter the Sacraments; 
thirdly, they wyere Biſhops, for uriſdiftion 
and impoſition of Hands :fourthly, they 
vvere Apoflles, for the large circuit oftheip 
Commiſhon; for being called immediately 
by. Chriſt himſelfe; for being furniſhed 
with the infallible afſurance of his truth, 
nd viſible aſſiſtance of hisSpiritzin ſpea- 


*\ 


2 


£ tnem- 
7 3 . E , 


- 2K, COLES SY IS an ” ar TOBLENES > 5 ++ EA 
SLE oY” : LY + "8 Wn 2*n7tS we SS "8 pe pL: ty . q wa . X . . 
b- = x a p * ne ws w* 2 ; * =. > ah = 4.0 yg -v 
” — * Is * . 
” "y * EE = 
. —- ” 
* 
® FL.” 
N | 
J . 
hu alton. 23 


ing divers tongues, curing, diſeaſes, wage * = * 
king Miracles, knowing ſecrets; apg laſtly,” -—- - 
qt, onely tor receiving, the Holy Go ſe os 


Wo, LI 3 6 AIC 
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= Tat pee f tae forthelk & 
th left n0ne"to. oY 


| Ing 
to cular fora rime, butthect 


F760 allordinary,/and' co 
pr flacceſlion; Inth Tonpnhaes Bev? 
ged' them all thar profeſle the Goſpell*; In 
the ſecondAll the Miniſters of theGolpelt: 
In the rhird! cheBilh 10ps: and FathierS of! 


Charch': {6'thar by vette BtthisSudce 
fion the' power of the Keyes, and Impoſt.. 


: tionof Hands, pre ah hekorneah Wibety? 
Now that the "Apoſtles alone imp 
hands; nor' onely in Otditiation'{ but ih - 
COntnNgBSS; = ppeares out of the '$: of "'N 
&s, where-wheti Phillip had baptif 
and Sand hs it hs [id RR 4bo(le 
Peter and lobn; came downe*. 7 
53 FEE 457 
_ fie? bows? by fo 
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$- A nd:8 Auguſtine aifirmes the Church in his *Lib.r5.de 
'F timeto haue obſcruedit, in ſus prepoficis,as kr cr alk 
' ſpcaketh, in her Gouernours: the like gr yore 
doth *Saint Cyprian witnefle of his times : 120/orums” 
and iSaint Ambroſe ( being himſelfe 2 Bi- ny 


ſhop) (as alſo the former three ) giueth a# you 
reaſon for ſo doing, ad Confirmationem ni- penn moremi 


ratis :Itake his meaning to be, that the Bi- as morermar 
Eccleſia. 


ſhops by approuing, in Confirmation, that 1%,.7,..y 
which the inferiour Miniſters had perfor- gigam 
med in Baptiſme , thereby eſtabliſhed the oe 


peace of the Church, as well by declaring eiy-ior 


their vnitie _— thenſclues, I meane of ji; g:k6rrm 
the Biſhops with the inferiour Miniſters, as qr A 


alſo by exacting of ſuch as vvere confir-*= <= 
ed pare” 1 Pore or harmonie of Con- Tn /o 
feſſions : To this reaſon of Saint Ambroſe, 'ts 7 + py 

Saint*Hierome, in his Dialogue againſt the g2gadicb- 
Enciferians, addes another of no lefſe mo- an 
ment, vvhich is, that the ſafetie of the «<<» rgeoe- 


diter, quod poſÞ © 
Bebtiſmum ad Confirmationem ynitaty ineccleſia Chriſti a Pentifieibus piers ſoles, ldem etzam 


Hayms ibidem. 
o Non quidem abnuo banc eſſe Eccleſiarum conſuetudinem, 
4, rbibus per Presbyteros ey Diaconos baptitati ſunt, Epiſcopus 
\ & mann impoſitionem exccurrat, Et paulo poſt, ns 
pendet , cui ſs non exors quadam tþ «b omnibus eminens dg ur poteftas, fot im ecclesjys ef 
ONIY or Sacerdotes, LE 
E Church 
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wth? 


. paulo poſt, Do- 


26 - Prince Charles = 
Church, depending vpon the authoritic of. 
Biſhops for the ſhunning of Schiſmes, 
was requiſite ſome eminent ſpecialties of 
power ſhould be reſerued, and annexed to 
that place, as namely Impoſition of hands, 
which heethere afirmeth was the cuſtome 
of the Church, for the Biſhop to performe 
paſling by the Country Parithes , thereby 
bleſſing thoſe vvhom the Presbyters and 
Deacons had baptized. 

To theſe reaſons of the holy DoRors 
and Fathers may be added the vvaight of 
Councels. The firſt Canon of the Councell 
of Aurenge in France: andthe2o, of the firft 
Councell heldat Toledoin Spaine, towhich 
[In.4. dift, nk the'Schoole-men and®Canoniftsgenerall 


m ]In 1.dift.g 


* Bic mlan Agree. Nay, ® Calain himſelfe in his Inftitu- 


mmiiberief- tions confeſſeth in exprefle tearmes,. that 
qui adolewerant, 


orem Epſcops the Miniſter of it was aunciently a Biſhop, 
ſpree... And ® Bucer in his Commentaries vpon the 
nec ritefide my- forth to the Epheſians 5 farther, thinkes i it 


| Perjs inſtituti 
| Ppterant fidei confeſſianem coram Episcopo gf Populo edere. 


© © Pucer. in 4. ad Ephefios, Signum impoſition manuum etiam Epiſcops cops ali prebobant, & 


4 non abſq; ratione, fine enim ſit fardus Domini baptizatis confrrmandumyſine reconciliandi j qui 
 - grauius peceauerunt, five Ecclesys Miniſtri erdinandi, bec onions Ganley 
_ pts Eccleſparum curg demandata eft, 


"oy 


hu Confirmation. 27 
to haue beene grounded vpon good reaſon. 
And Door Raynolds inthe ſecond dayes 
Conference at Hampron-Court, being chal- 
lenged by the Lord Biſhop of Wincheſter, 
wherecuer he had readthatCo ns 1 xm a 
T 1 0 N was aunciently vſed by any other 
then Biſhops, by not encountring the chal. - 
lenge, ſeemed to giue way vnto it. 

L will cloſe vp this Chapter alſo vvith 
| thoſe memorable wordes of MF, Hooker in 

/ theplace before alledged : To pray for others, 

, is to bleſſe them for whom wee pray; becauſe 

prayer procurerh the bleſiing of God pon them, 
© eſpecially the prayer of ſuch as God eyther moſt 
reſpefterh for their pierie and zeale that way; or 
elſe regarderh for that their Place and Cal- 
ling bindeth them aboue others ynto 
this dutie, asit doth both na- 


rural and ſpiritual 
Fathers, 


7 uid T = i fit Gloria” 


